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A dream about the Czech gypsies 

By Dennis Bavister, UK 

God doesn’t seem to consult me about what or where he intends to involve me. I didn’t ask to 
serve the Church in the Czech Republic (though it is now one of my greatest joys). I didn’t ask 
to be a frequent visitor to Decin or link up with God’s people there (though they are wonderful 
people whom I am privileged to call friends). And I didn’t ask to get involved with a group of 
dozens of gypsies there that are now enthusiastic about worshipping Jesus (though I see this 
as a very exciting glimpse of what the future could hold.) 

The facts, briefly, are: over the last 15 months maybe as many as a hundred gypsies have 
come  to  faith  in  Christ  in  and  around  Decin.  A  few  have  been  the  result  of  personal 
evangelism, but many more through what appears to be a spontaneous movement of the Holy 
Spirit. They are leaving behind the superstitions and practices of the past and joining with the 
people of God. The results are a matter of much joy, of course, but in at least one fellowship 
there is a serious problem in coping with the needs of nurturing and pasturing these babies in 
the faith. As with any such movement,  some are consistent and a blessing, others find it 
harder to continue in their new found faith, but for each the step they have taken is the 
crossing of a major divide. 

Few things inspire me more than the growth of the Church of Jesus. I feel he is rather pleased 
too, because she is his Bride and the wedding day is getting nearer. So I am thrilled to report 
that about half of the UK gypsies have come to faith in him in the last 15 or so years. I hear 
there are significant movements in France, Spain and Bulgaria, too. (Is it justifiable to include 
the Czech Republic in that list yet?) 

I have a longing, which I hardly dare put into words, because this whole movement in Decin 
could just be a short term, local incident. But what if it isn’t? What if the Holy Spirit is opening 
streams of salvation in the nation and it is starting with the gypsy people? Just think of the 
problems that could solve! Could it be that all our best efforts in the social dilemma the gypsy 
nation poses in much of Eastern Europe can only be solved by God? Certainly no politician 
seems to have a solution that has any chance of working. When I asked the KS congregation 
in Decin, ‘how are you coping; two races and two cultures in the same congregation?’ The 
answer was an inspiration – ‘It’s great, because we love each other!’ 

The whole movement so far however, presents at least as many questions as it answers. Here 
are some that I am asking: 

1. Can different cultures be adequately served by the same congregation and ministerial team? 
In UK, for better or for worse,  we have Chinese churches, Welsh speaking congregations, 
gypsy churches and so many more. What does unity in Christ mean, practically on a Sunday 
morning?  Should  we  have  different  congregations  for  different  tastes,  languages,  differing 
needs,  doctrinal  emphases and cultural  attitudes (such as time keeping)? Jesus was quite 
anxious that his followers should be one (John 17). 

2. Where do we draw the line between changing behaviour that is not acceptable to Jesus and 
changing  the  culture  which  we  find  difficult  because  it  is  different  from  ours?  Theft, 
intimidation,  fraud  and  alcoholism  may  be  clearly  unacceptable,  but  what  about  differing 
standards in home and hygiene, dress and diet, style of music and levels of exuberance? 

3. Where God is working, can we avoid getting in God’s way and damaging the Holy Spirit’s 
initiative and can we even help to promote his work, to unblock channels and cause a quicker 
flow of blessing? And if so, how? What is our responsibility towards the gypsy community? 
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4. What is our attitude towards evangelism? There are several excellent groups in the nation 
which have made an impact  on local  gypsies.  In some places,  there are significant  gypsy 
congregations. But in at least one, God is working sovereignly with little official evangelism, 
and bringing seekers in like never before. It is obviously better to see what God is doing and 
join in with it (as Jesus did) than to follow slavishly more traditional lines of evangelism. And 
how do we define (or understand) the difference between revival and effective evangelism? Is 
it just that one is done by God through men and the other is done by God despite men? One 
thing I do notice about revival is that God often starts it in the poorest and most unlikely 
people groups. And quite often the last people who recognise it as revival are the members of 
well  established  churches.  (At  least,  let  us  recognise  that  something  is  happening!  God 
certainly hasn’t abandoned the Czech Republic. This could be the first light of a glorious dawn.) 

5. How do we cope with not only spiritual needs, but the current educational and social needs 
of new believers who are gypsies? Who will devise and lead programmes which will develop 
and train future gypsy leaders? (I feel that this will soon be an urgent problem. It cannot be 
good for any nation to be led indefinitely by foreigners. The time must come when there are 
mature, wise and godly gypsy leaders either leading gypsy congregations or in team with 
leaders of mixed congregations.) 

What is my dream? That one day there will be a significant number of gypsies in a vibrant 
Czech church. Let’s believe for at least 50% of the gypsy population rejoicing in the grace of 
Jesus; that is the current proportion in the UK; that they will be active and prominent at every 
level in the Church; apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, major authorities in 
doctrine and practice; that their enthusiasm and joy in the faith will not wane but serve to 
invigorate the rest of us; that they will be active in mission, first (and scripturally) among their 
own people, then to the rest of the nation, then ‘to the furthest ends of the earth’; that in 
glory, there will be an enormous representation of Czech gypsies, singing the eternal praise of 
their wonderful Saviour. 

Dream it? I’m tempted to prophesy it! 

Dennis Bavister has worked as a middle school teacher for 17 years and as a pastor for 20 
years. He founded churches in Northern England and Malaysia. In the north of Czech Republic 
he´s serving churches and leaders since 1986. 
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