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My Experience from Estonia Mission Trip - TAPA 16

Lenka Šejbová, KS Praha

I was offered a possibility to be a part of a mission to Estonia as one lady happened to
be expecting a baby and her due was near the time of our departure so she wasn't able to go.
First I was a bit hesitant to join the team as I wasn't so confident about my language skills but
possibility of participation in an art team made me excited to go. 

There were 14 people in the group, mostly young ones. Ministry in Tapa means helping
to smaller churches (attendance about 30 people on Sunday). We were hosted by a baptist
pastor’s family and we could see that hospitality is their lifestyle. 

Our part was to help with preparation of a program, building up a tent, arranging the
place for refreshments during a three-day gospel sharing event in Tapa and Lehtse. Teams
were cooperating in perfect union. Before it all even started we had prayed the whole morning
in the local church, we praised the Lord, read His word and shared our testimonies.

One day we tried a method called Treasure Hunt. I take it as a creative way how to re-
ach people and help them to notice that there is Somebody who loves them, cares for them
deeply and is searching for them. In the church garden we shortly spoke about how to do the
treasure hunt and then we prayed and ask the Lord to give us words of knowledge and than
we discussed them in small groups. There were about 4 people in one group. I got to be in one
with Pavel Neústupný. It was great for me to see his energy, his long term experience with this
method and his excitement despite others were first not excited about it that much. 

Meeting two ladies on the street surprised me the most. God showed me a name Natas-
ha and I wrote it down on a paper. Before we headed out to the streets my brain was telling
me how common Russian name that is and I should not even mention it aloud. But when we
were walking around the city suddenly I felt I should call to certain ladies and really one of
them was Natasha and turned around in surprise. We could tell her that God loves her and
cares deeply about her. She said she goes to an orthodox church and didn't want to come to
our meeting but she was still very surprised that we knew her name and spoke about it over
and over. We told her it was God who knew her name and told us about her. I think this wo-
man was touched by God’s calling the most from people I met in Estonia. 

Another day we met a lady who was sitting on a bench in a park. She didn't look unhap-
py but the word of knowledge from God told us she is lonely.  She agreed once we told her. I
was surprised we had a deep talk with her though we were strangers and I was thinking it
must have been not easy for her. But on the whole it seemed to me that people in Estonia are
more open to talk when meeting strangers in the street more than in the Czech Republic.
Maybe there is not so much prejudice against religion as in our country. 

During a sport event for children held in a park in the afternoon one Estonian man came
by to see what is happening there. He started a conversation with us and we could tell him we
came to Estonia on a mission to find people God wants to talk to their hearts. He listened care-
fully. Several times he told us his girlfriend’s mom is praying for him but He wasn't sure himself
if God cares about him. He went through a few severe health problems in his life. I asked one
older man on our team who could relate better to this man than me and he told him his testi-
mony how God was calling him again and again. The Estonian man left with a bible in his
hands. 

When I think about all the experience I had in Estonia I see clearly that the church
should continue to encourage each other, serve one another and the “world” around. To visit
our brothers in a different country works well as people feel we are there for a short time and
they feel every moment is precious therefore they listen more. So I hope we brought to Tapa
and Lehtse a glimpse of God’s kingdom. In this country far in the North it seems like the heav-
ens and the clouds are closer to people than in the central Europe but maybe they need for-
eigners to remind them that there is somebody who cares calling out to them from these hea-
vens. 
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